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ST. PETERSBURG –
Last year plaintiffs in a
50-year-old federal desegregation
lawsuit
against Pinellas County
School went back to
court in a bid to force the
school board to fulfill the
stipulations of the case.
Last Saturday, the St. Petersburg Branch of the
NAACP held a forum to
collect information from
parents and teacher to
use in the lawsuit.
Charles Rutledge and
other
black
five
parents filed a federal

lawsuit against the Pinellas School Board in 1964
that led to the desegregation of Pinellas County
schools. Known as Leon
W. Bradley, Jr., et al. v.
Board of Public Instruction of Pinellas County, it
made the case that separate was inherently unequal. In 2017, this case
is still seeking equal
rights and opportunity
for
African-American
children.
NAACP Legal Defense Fund (LDF) Attorney Roger Plata said the
Bradley case actually
began in 1940 when the
defense
fund
was
founded. Created to pro-

mote justice and racial
equality, founding leader
Thurgood Marshall filed
a lawsuit to desegregate
schools in Topeka,
Kansas.
In 1954, the U.S.
Supreme Court determined that separate
schools were not equal
in the case known as
Brown v. the Board of
Education. A determination was made that
schools must desegregate district by district.
In Pinellas County,
Attorney James B.
Sanderlin and the LDF
filed a complaint against
the Pinellas County
School board. In 1971, a

final judgment was entered by the U.S. District
Court that allowed them
to take control of the
schools and start forced
bussing in order to integrate.
Children began to be
bussed all over the
county to meet ratios. By
the time the late 1990s
rolled around, people in
the community had
grown weary of busing
their children, and at the
same time the U.S. District Court decided they
did not want to control
school districts anymore.
The LDF negotiated
See FORUM, page 11

Gibbs students clean cars for
Miami college tours
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Julian Van, Anthony
Harrell and Trafton
Williams all have one
ambition in common.
These three young men
want to visit colleges in
the Miami-Dade area in
April.
In order to make
that happen for themselves and possibly another 40 young men,
they have begun raising
money by sponsoring
local community car
washes south St. Pete.
The first carwash
was held last month at

No Limit Mobile Detailing at 534 28th St. S.
Carl Boose and Carl
Davis provided on-thejob training and supervised the young men as
they washed 25 cars.
By the end of the afternoon, Van, Harrell,
Williams and three additional young men
worked together to
raise $325. All of the
young men belonged to
Gibbs High School’s
5000 Role Model for Excellence
Program
under the supervision
of Guidance Counselor
Javaris Green.
“This fundraiser is
our first one, but it defi-

nitely won’t be our last
one,” said Green. “We
hope to be doing this to

the end of April, early
May.”
See STUDENTS, page 7

We Value Diversity | We Value Education | We Value History
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com • 727-896-2922

ST. PETERSBURG –
This month we celebrate
African American contributions made throughout the
course of our nation’s history. We appropriately look
back – hundreds of years
and all points in between
— at the good work of ancestors who paved the path
toward
our
current
progress.
As we work together to
draft our city’s next chapter, it is important that we
also examine our recent
history right here at home,
with reflection on the role
each of us plays in St.
Pete’s ongoing story.
Holding a key position
in the top levels of government, in the city where I
was raised, is an amazing
opportunity that bears
much meaning. It is the
city where my parents
were also raised and the
place where their parents
before them came of age.
As such, the progress
our city pursues is personal. The history that informs that endeavor is my
own. There is no distance
between my story and
those that unfold all around
us. The readers of this
paper that so expertly
chronicles that history, are
bound by this special truth.
Nowhere is this universal
connection more evident
than in our work to uplift
and advance south St. Petersburg.
Our efforts to restore
vibrant commerce on 22nd
Street, to reclaim an unyielding sense of community in Childs Park, to
See PROGRESS, page 10
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Breaking
the Cycle

CITY OF LARGO
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Community Development Advisory Board will hold
the following public meetings:
March 6, 2017 – 6:00 PM:
• Presentations by the Fiscal Year (FY) 2017-2018 Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) Subrecipient Applicants – Applicants will present information regarding their
project or program in which they are seeking funding.
March 27, 2017 – 6:00 PM:
• FY2017-2018 CDBG Funding Recommendations (Public Hearing)
Both meetings will be held at:
Largo City Hall Community Room – 201 Highland Ave., Largo, FL 33770
These meetings are open to the public. The meeting on March 27, 2017, is a Public
Hearing and there will be a public comment period at the meeting. Comments from the
public will also be accepted in writing and can be sent to the attention of Arrow Woodard,
either electronically to housing@largo.com or by mail to City of Largo, Community
Development Department, PO Box 296, Largo, FL 33779.
The City of Largo is committed to providing reasonable accommodation for meeting
access and communication for persons with disabilities and non-English speaking persons.
Anyone needing assistance or further information with regard to this meeting
should contact the City Clerk’s Office at (727) 587-6710 or the Library TDD line at
(727) 587-6778 at least two days prior to the meeting.

Oak Grove Middle School
2017 Black History Performance
Date: Feburary 23 Time: 6-8:00 p.m.
Location: Oak Grove Middle School
1370 South Belcher Road, Clearwater
In the Multipurpose Room
Theme: Then and Now, Leadership That Impacts the Future

Mission:
Inclusively coming together in honor of our leaders then and now that
reflects our American Heritage. To honor our American history by recognizing Black History and Our Diverse and Strong OGMS History.

New online application process for
Pinellas County Schools Pre-K and VPK
Pinellas County Schools is starting a new, more convenient online application
process for Prekindergarten for 3 year olds and Voluntary Prekindergarten. In
the past, parents had to visit elementary schools to apply for a seat. March
20-April 9, parents will be able to apply online for Pre-K 3 and VPK for the
2017-18 school year.
Pre-K 3 is for children who will be 3 years old on or before Sept. 1, 2017.
VPK is for children who will be 4 years old on or before Sept. 1, 2017.
Families interested in VPK will also need to apply for a Certificate of
Eligibility (voucher) from the Early Learning Coalition
at www.vpkpinellas.net.

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Praise the Lord.
I want to invite you out to our Sunday afternoon services from 3:00 pm4:30 pm.
Before I get into the message I just
want to say that I am honored to have
been asked by one whom I consider to
be one of my surrogate sons in Christ,
Bro. Corey Givens, to be his Spiritual
Advisor as he navigates the potentially
treacherous waters running for the
soon to be vacant seat of Karl Nurse on
the city Council.
DISPENSATIONAL
DISTINCTIONS – THE PRINCIPLE OF
RIGHTLY DIVIDING THE WORD –
PART 1
Dispensationalism is a hermeneutical system that comes from the word
meaning stewardship. Distinguishing
dispensations is a Biblical hermeneutic
interpretation of the whole history of
man. By using a consistent literal interpretation it organizes the differences
where God acted with mankind and
employed different activities that
changed. A literal interpretation also
takes into account figurative language,
symbols and patterns. This all makes
a large difference when one interprets
prophecy. Because these all relate to a
literal fulfillment.
There are different types of dispensational views. Some break it down to
two dispensations, making the distinction of the law covenant and the new
covenant. However, there are more
than two covenants, some see as many
as seven. C.I. Scofield, of the Scofield
Bible, (along with other dispensational
teachers), have taught this.
There are numerous changes
through the ages; certainly the introduction of the gospel reveals a change
in dispensations, from law to grace.
While many point to Darby as an originator, this concept was employed by
some in the early church and developed into a systematic theology as
were many other portions and topics
of the Scripture.
There are those who vehemently
oppose dispensationalism pointing out
that not until the 1800s was it taught
John Darby, founder of the Plymouth
Brethren movement. While he and
others may have introduced some new
facets to this, even the Ante-Nicene Fathers, the early church pastors and
apologists had some similar divisions
that modern dispensationalists hold.
The Bible speaks of Adam to Abraham, from Abraham to Moses, from
Moses to Christ, and from Christ to
the tribulation that will lead mankind
into the Millennium and afterwards an
eternal state.
Without understanding the differ-

ent Covenants one cannot see distinct
dispensations, this is essential in
rightly dividing the Word of Truth (II
Timothy 2:15), or one can come to the
conclusion of the church being Israel,
or the church always existing.
The word times, ages is aion in
Greek, in Eph. 1:10 “ that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He
might gather together in one all things
in Christ, both which are in heaven
and which are on earth— in Him.”
Eph. 3:2 “if indeed you have heard
of the dispensation of the grace of God
which was given to me for you”
The word for dispensation in Greek
is oikonomia; meaning an administration (of a household or estate); specifically, a (religious) “economy”:
Thayer’s the management of a
household or of household affairs
a) specifically, the management,
oversight, administration, of other’s
property
b) the office of a manager or overseer, stewardship
c) administration, dispensation
Dispensation- Gr. oikonomia,
means “the management of household
affairs.” the mystery of the gospel
would become known in this last dispensation, it was not known before.
God the Father is the Dispenser of
the Gospel benefits that comes by
Christ the Son and through the Holy
Spirit to those who are believers put in
the body, the Church.
1. The coming of Jesus at the first
advent, “in the fullness of time,” was
one of these “times.”
2. The descent of the Holy Spirit,
when “Pentecost was fully come” (Acts
2:1) is another.
3. The conversion of the Jews at the
end of the tribulation, “when the times
of the Gentiles are fulfilled.”
4. The second coming of Christ, the
“restitution of all things,” the millennial kingdom. The messianic age begins with the king physically present
on earth to rule the nations.
5. The new heaven and earth, finishes “the dispensation of the fullness
of times.” in Eph 2:7 “The ends of the
ages’ (1 Cor. 10:11); “the times to
come.” Before the new order of things.
We have a Bible word for “AGE.”
The Bible refers to “ages past” (Eph.
3:5), “ages to come” (Eph. 2:7), and “all
ages” (Eph. 3:21) all in the same letter
by Paul.
Before I do I want to give you a few
warm up scriptures that will help to
bring this key one to light.Top of Form
Bottom of Form
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD

ConneCt With Us!

Parents will not need a voucher for Pre-K 3.
For information about Pre-K 3, visit www.pcsb.org/prek3
or call 727-588-6000 ext. 2184. For information about
VPK, visit www.pcsb.org/vpk or call 727-588-6513.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Odom meets Bethune
DAYTONA BEACH —
The start of this year’s
Black History Month, Ersula Knox Odom could be
found doing what she
does every February, portraying
educator,
stateswoman, philanthropist, humanitarian and
civil rights activist Mary
McLeod Bethune. This
year, however, she was
met with a surprise.
At the end of her performance entitled “Dr.
Mary McLeod Bethune’s
Comes to Life,” in the
chapel at Bethune-Cookman University, a woman
walked up to Odom while
she was still in character
and said, “Hello grandmother” while giving her
a warm embrace.
The woman was Evelyn Bethune, Bethune’s
granddaughter. Just the
night before, during a
post-performance question and answer session,
Odom told the Museum
of Arts & Science audience in Daytona Beach
that she could not answer
about the family’s reaction
to her performance because she was not aware

of anyone having seen her
perform. Now she can.
Evelyn raved about
how she loved the way
her grandmother was
being portrayed, and
strongly urged Odom to
continue as long as possible so the legacy would
live on. Odom was overjoyed.
The host for the
evening and curator/director of the Mary
McLeod Bethune Foundation, Dr. Ashley Robertson, told the audience she
had fact-checked Odom
and was quietly cheering
throughout the presentation. And, the president of
Bethune-Cookman University Alumni Association of Tallahassee said
she was a “representative
from your future.”
Audiences at the
Largo Public Library,
Pathways Christian Fellowship Center in Bradenton, the Plant City
Museum, Fort Pierce and
the LaBelle Heritage Museum all had a chance to
watch history come to live
this month. But don’t
worry; she will be appear-

Scruggs throws her hat for
in the race

Ersula Knox Odom as
Mary McLeod Bethune
ing at Dunedin Library
Tuesday, Feb. 21, Eckerd
College Feb. 22 and at Orlando’s Wells Built Museum of African American
History on Feb. 25.
Odom will also be displaying exhibits of Dr.
Mary McLeod Bethune,
African Americans of
Tampa and the Hillsborough County School
Board Legends at the
Florida State Fair as a part
of the celebration of Black
History Month.
For more information,
visit www.sulatoo.com, call
(813)368-1628 or email sulatoollc@gmail.com.

A guide to opening your own business
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
With her upcoming book
“Readi – Set Go! A Simple
Guide on Establishing a
Successful Small Business,”
Stephanie Wynn looks to
offer guidance and instruction to those who are thinking about starting a
business but may not be
sure of what steps to take.
“They have a vision and
they have a dream but they
don’t know how to put it
into place,” she said. “My
book will give them step-bystep instructions on how
they can go about starting
their own small business.”
Wynn is the owner of
Wynn & Wynn Business
Solutions, LLC, a consulting
firm based in St. Pete. The
native Floridian has owned
several successful businesses in the past and established her first business
at the age of 23.
Not just for the business
novice, her book is also
aimed at established small
business owners who are
seeking to re-brand or reinvent themselves. When
starting businesses in the
past, she explained that she

didn’t have the valuable information that could’ve
made the road to success
smoother. She would admittedly “put the cart before the horse” by starting
a business and then seeking help.
“I wrote this book based
on my past experiences to
give people hope that they
can accomplish their
dreams,” she said, “but to
be successful in establishing a small business, there
are steps.”
The book includes valuable information such
as getting a business set up,
building a brand, making a
vision board, drawing up a
business plan, managing
time and even saving for retirement, and it also includes a resource guide.
Wynn said she wanted
to keep the book simple,
and it is a taut 118 pages.
Having read many other
business books in the past,
she said that although
some may motivate, they
often lack “the meat of
it,” that valuable supply of
all-inclusive information for
those just beginning.
“Once they read this
book, they will have the
necessary tools that they

ST. PETERSBURG —
Valentine’s Day launched
the official kickoff of
Maria L. Scruggs’ campaign for St. Petersburg
City Council District 6.
She chose Valentine’s
Day to highlight her love
for the community.
During a time when
St. Petersburg is at a
peak of redevelopment,
she feels it is important
that all residents of District 6 have an opportunity to be included in
those development activities.
Scruggs has a bachelor’s degree from Florida
State University in criminology. She holds certifications as a public
manager in the State of
Florida, crisis intervention and in pretrial services.
She has been
previously certified in
three law enforcement
academies as a police recruit, Florida Beverage
Agent and a special agent
with the Florida Department of Law Enforcement.
Scruggs’ professional
career has span more
than 30 years in public
service to include law enforcement, community
corrections, public housing, community and eco-

nomic development.
She is currently employed
by
Orange
Corrections
County
where she commutes an
average of 1,500 miles
per week between Orlando and St. Petersburg. Scruggs brings
the same level of passion
for her career to her
community to get results.
Within her community she is the president
of the St. Petersburg
Branch NAACP, an organization that she
helped
restructure.
Under her leadership the
branch has worked hard
to restore its credibility
and to shift the focus
back on to the mission of
the NAACP. She also
serves as the chairwoman
of
Happy
Worker’s Learning Center, Inc. SMART Board of
Directors.
Scruggs believes that
this campaign is about
three things:
Economic prosperity
that includes specific
strategies linked to jobs
and business opportunities for the residents and
businesses with in District 6
Education linkages
that ensure children in

District 6 receive a quality education from preschool through college,
the military or within the
trades
Environmental focus
that ensures that district
6 is included in the City’s
sustainability
overall
planning and implementation efforts
A divorcee, Scruggs
is the proud mother of
Shelynn Weston, stepmother to Bernetta Weston-Davis
and
grandmother to Danny
Davis III and Quenten
Davis.
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
Johnson will host Maria’s
kick-off and fundraiser at
2541 Sunrise Dr. S.E., St.
Petersburg, Sunday, Feb.
19 at 4 p.m.
Contact (727) 7985361 or email marialscruggs4scc@gmail.co
m for further inquiries.

It’s time for local government to
speak out on gun violence
Stephanie Wynn

need to get started,” she
said.
For more information
visit stephanieawynn.wordpress.com.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

ST. PETERSBURG –
Councilwoman
Lisa
Wheeler-Bowman has
earned a small victory in
her quest to reduce gun
violence in St. Petersburg – the ability to talk
about the issue. For
months, the South St. Petersburg Councilwoman
and mother of a son lost
to gun violence has been
forbidden by law from
talking about guns or
gun violence in her role
on Council.
“It’s sad that it took
a legal opinion from
Florida’s Attorney General before I could talk
about the murder of my
son, Cabretti Wheeler,
and how to make sure
this doesn’t happen to
other families,” WheelerBowman said. “As a
mother, a gun owner, and
a representative of my
community, I’ll be encouraging my colleagues
to discuss this issue
openly so we can work to
make our streets safer
for every family.”
Last year, WheelerBowman was ready to
take on the issue after
running on a platform of
safer
neighborhoods.
She talked about how

gun violence had affected her family and her
district for nearly a year
during her campaign and
for years prior to that as
a community activist.
Her first step: encourage city council to symbolically support the
League of Women Voters’ call for a special session on gun violence.
The demand came immediately after the Pulse
nightclub shooting in Orlando killed 49 people
and
wounded
53.
Wheeler-Bowman was
eager to sign on as a supporter.
“I saw the news coverage of friends and family members who had
lost someone. It brought
back all those feelings I
had when I lost my son,”
Wheeler-Bowman said.
She was informed by
the city attorney that she
risked fines, lawsuits,
and even removal from
office for adding the discussion to the Council
Agenda. Tallahassee Republicans with the support of the NRA had
pushed the penalties to
intimidate local officeholders like Lisa into inaction.

Fortunately,
local
elected officials are fighting back against these intimidation tactics. Just
last month, Tallahassee
Mayor Andrew Gillum
formed the Campaign to
Defend Local Solutions, a
coalition of individuals,
organizations, and officials to push back against
state preemption of local
laws, like gun safety ordinances.
“After my son was
killed, I went door to
door in my neighborhood to break the ‘no
snitching’ code of silence. At first, nobody
would talk about what
happened because they
were afraid. We eventually caught my son’s
killer because people saw
this mother out there
who wasn’t afraid anymore. I think it showed
them that they could take
this on too.
“I’m hoping my colleagues in St. Petersburg
and around the state in
local government will
join me. We don’t have to
be afraid anymore. We
can speak out and work
to make our neighborhoods safer for every
family.”

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR
ADVERSISERS
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COMMUNITY NEWS
St. Pete’s finest

Like father, like son

ALBANY, Ga. — The
congregation at the historic Shiloh Missionary
Baptist church welcomed
Rev. Charles E. Burney as
their new senior pastor
Sunday, Feb. 12.
The son of Eugene and
the late Eloise Burney, the
St. Petersburg native was
installed by Rev. Dr. Henry
J. Lyons of New Salem
Missionary
Baptist
Church in Tampa.
The
congregation
was extremely grateful
that Rev. Burney agreed
to accept the call as pastor. Since his arrival as
interim pastor seven
months ago, the church
has grown with his provided energy, excitement
and spiritual direction.
Aside from delivering
weekly sermons that
make God’s Word relevant
in today’s world, Burney
brings a broad range of
skills and strengths to his
shepherding work, including church planting, serving as a civil rights’ activist,
building church ministries, authoring books,
pastor and ministry leader,
preaching at the local, regional and national levels
and fellowship building.
Shiloh
Missionary
Baptist Church is a historic landmark in Albany,
Ga. It was one of two
churches that worked

BY DEXTER MCCREE

hand-in-hand in the Albany
Civil Rights Movement a
half century ago.
The late Rev. H.C.
Boyd, a civil rights leader
who helped start the Civil
Rights Movement in Albany, Ga., became pastor
at Shiloh in 1959 at movement’s infancy. He left a
profound historic legacy
and a body of work that
changed the life of citizens
in Albany. At his death on
June 25, 2016, he was the
longest serving pastor in
Georgia.
Choosing a leader
that
honored
the
church’s history and the
works of Rev. Boyd while
moving the church forward was essential to
congregants, and the call
of Rev. Burney to Shiloh
occurred after much
prayer. The members are
excited and he is energized by the call to serve.
Rev. Burney stated
that he seeks to assist
Shiloh during this difficult time. He believes his
call as pastor is an act of
destiny that only God
could orchestrate.
“I am humbled by the
call and ready to serve the
church and community.
After much prayer my
family and I are excited
about joining the Shiloh
family,” he said. “We have
confirmation in our spirits

Feature Writer

about the great work and
continued progress of the
church.”
Rev. Burney brings
with him his wife Dr.
DeAnna Burney and son
Charles E. Burney II.
With him at the helm,
the church vows to move
forward as a current and
innovative church that
will continue to impact
the community and the
civil rights of blacks in
the area.
“Shiloh is not only a
historic marker, but a
destination point for the
sin sick traveler, and for
the local residents who
are looking to learn history and also grow in
their spiritual walk with a
church family who loves
and cares. Shiloh is a
place of peace and love,”
he finished.
Congratulations from
The Weekly Challenger.

C onneCt W ith U s !

ST. PETERSBURG –
One famous basketball
coach suggested a possible injustice that adults
have toward youth. He
stated that as adults, we
tell children to make decisions at a time of their life
when they are most fearful, confused, vulnerable,
uninformed and unequipped.
These young adults
have to figure out what
they want to do, where
they should live, in what
part of the world they
should start their career,
where they should attend
school or what branch of
the military should they
join.
They are 17 or 18-yearold children with no prior
experience in making
these type of judgments,
and as adults we tell them
to make the most important decision of their life.
For Glenn Alexander,
Jr., in making his life decision he simply followed a
well-traveled and familiar
road. He followed the path
of his father.
“I’m very proud! It’s a
legacy that is continuing.
This makes the third generation of the Alexander
family entering the military,” said Glen Alexander
Sr. “My father, Ronald
Alexander, went to the
Navy. I’ve done 20 years
between the Marine Corp
and the Army. Now, I’m
coming to the close of my
journey and he’s about to
start his journey.”
Glenn, Jr.’s journey
has taken him all over the
world. With his father taking various military assignment orders, he

started high school at
Kaiserslautern
High
School , a private school in
Germany. He has gone to
Paris, Italy and Amsterdam, to name a few. He
credits those experiences
for his personal growth
and development.
“Because I was in Europe, I got a chance to see
the world from different
perspectives,” said Glenn,
Jr.
He didn’t realize how
valuable those different
views were until he moved
to Florida last year and enrolled in Pinellas Park
High School. It was then
that he realized how
broaden his views on life
were.
“They didn’t get a
chance to see people in
their cultural element,” he
said. “It was different. We
have to be careful not to
judge people who we don’t
know and understand.
That has been one of my
greatest teachings.”
While at Pinellas Park
High, he participated in
football, basketball and
the 5000 Role Models program. Academically, he
scored 23 on the ACT.
Now, he begins a new
chapter in life. Following
graduation, Glenn, Jr. will
head out to Ft. Sill Army
Base in Lawton, Okla.,
where he will start basic
training. From there he
will attend school at Fort
Huachuca Army Base in
Arizona where he will
study geospatial intelligence imagery analyst.
Persons with this training are responsible for analyzing overhead and
aerial imagery developed
by photographic and electronic means. They pro-

vide army personnel with
critical information about
enemy forces, potential
battle areas and combat
operations support.
“I’m excited about
starting a new chapter in
my life,” said Glenn, Jr.
“I’ve always wanted to follow in my father’s footsteps, but to do it better
than he did.”
He said his mother
and father instilled in him
structure, respect and discipline at a young age.
This smart young man is
willing and able to do anything possible to make the
world a better place.
“I have another opportunity to do this. For the
first time, I’ve made a life
decision.”
That famous basketball coach need not worry
about Glenn, Jr. and his
life’s decision. He has figured out what he wants to
do and has decided on the
career path that he will
take.
The army will decide
where he will live and
what part of the world he
will travel. He’s an 18-yearold young man whose experiences helped him to
make one of the most important decisions of his
life. Like father, like son.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Girl power
BY TYLER GILLESPIE
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG —
Last month at St. Mark
Missionary
Baptist
Church, high school girls
had an opportunity to
learn self-defense. The
class was part of a daylong empowerment workshop that focused on
public safety for girls ages
8 to 19.
The young ladies
watched black belt instructor Donnie Ali-McClendon
break
a
chokehold. He showed
them what to do if they
are knocked to the
ground, and explained
that knowing the right
move could one day save
their lives.
“So we grow up our
whole lives learning: don’t
quit, don’t quit, don’t quit.
Just keep struggling.
Fight, fight, fight,” said
Ali-McClendon. “Listen, if
she just would have
known how to do it, she
could have been out.”
The workshop started
as a mother-daughter conversation. Stephanie Lawson, a teacher in Pinellas
County, had recently become aware of the area’s
human trafficking issue.
Pinellas County defines human trafficking as
exploiting individuals for
commercial sex or forced
labor. According to the
National Human Trafficking Hotline, in 2016
Florida had a reported
550 human trafficking
cases. And over 1,600
Floridians called the hot-

line.
“I never thought that
this area had that type of
activity going on,” said
Lawson. “So we figured it
might be something that
we would want to share
with young ladies to make
them aware of it and mitigate the risk.”
Lawson’s
daughter
Alexis Peterson wanted to
address the needs of her
peers, so the high school
senior created C.O.L.O.R.S.,
which stands for Courage to
Overcome Life’s Obstacles
Regardless of my Situations.
The one-day empowerment workshop included
building self-worth, learning self-defense and a portion where girls could talk
about anything on their
minds.
C.O.L.O.R.S. received
a grant from the MLK
Day of Service Advisory
Board and St. Petersburg
College. This year, the collaboration awarded nearly
$200,000 for local projects
connected to the MLK
Day of Service.
About 60 girls attended C.O.L.O.R.S. They
were split by age group,
and the workshops were
geared to match each
group’s specific needs.
“There’s so much peer
pressure I think for young
ladies to look a certain
way and have a certain
type of body type – with
social media and everything just defining what’s
attractive,” said Lawson.
“It’s important for girls to
learn to love who they are
and learn how to take care

www.

of themselves.”
The high school portion of the workshop titled
“Love the Skin You’re in”
touched on a range of topics from eyelashes to alcohol use. Khana Rebman
led the discussion as the
girls analyzed magazines.
Sixteen-year-old Dominque Wade came to the
workshop
with
her
cousin. Wade liked that
the day was just for girls,
because it allowed them
to talk openly away from
boys about subjects they
might not otherwise feel
comfortable with.
“One of them that I
said about the light skins
and the brown skins and
the darker skin girls,”
said Wade. “People will
put a label on the lighter
skin girls — like they’re
bad and bougie. The
darker skin girls, they’re
not beautiful or anything
like that. I could relate to
that, because my sister’s
brown skin and I’m light
skin.”
Rebman sees these
types of conversations as
vital to her community.
They help young girls develop self-esteem and
they learn ways to protect
themselves.
“Always be willing to
take what it is we’ve been
given and give it to someone else,” said Rebman.
“Paying it forward and
just being supportive of
one another, and knowing
that it doesn’t take away
from who you are to be
supportive of someone
else.”

Dominque Wade, Maya Wade, and Jordaan Brown
watch as instructors Donnie Ali-McClendon and
Crystal McClendon demonstrate self-defense moves.

Instructor Al Foddrell shows Hannah Andrews
how to get away if someone grabs her wrist.

T h e w e e k ly C h a l l e n g e r . C o m
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COMMUNITY NEWS
PCUL announces expansion into six new counties
ST. PETERSBURG —
Through a grant from the
Department of Labor, the
National Urban League
(NUL) was one of 19 national non-profit organizations to receive funding to
provide critical job training and employment services through the Senior
Community Service Employment Program.
In turn, the NUL has
re-branded the program,
naming it the Urban Seniors Jobs Program (USJP)
and awarded funds to
seven of its affiliates: The
Pinellas County Urban
League, Urban League of
Palm Beach County,
Louisville Urban League,
Urban League of Detroit
and Southeastern Michigan, Urban League of
Essex County in New Jersey, Urban League of
Westchester County in
New York and Urban
League of Pittsburgh.
The Pinellas County
Urban League (PCUL)
has received $1.4 million
for a five-month period
that began Feb. 1 to serve
seniors in six new counties, and total funding to
the PCUL for the program
through the Year 2020 is
estimated to be $7 million.
The PCUL, which historically has served Pinel-

las County exclusively,
has now expanded into
Hernando, Lake, Marion,
Pasco, Seminole and
Sumter counties. They
welcome new staff members Larry Finkle (field
manager covering Pasco
County), Senior Employment Training Specialists
Sondra Jackson (covering
Lake, Seminole and
Sumter Counties) and
Eddie Sencer (covering
Hernando and Marion
Counties).
They will join an existing PCUL team consisting
of Pattye Sawyer-Hampton (project director),
Stacey Flowers (case
manager) and Marshae
Scott (office administrator/data specialist).
The USJP fosters economic self-sufficiency for
older, low-income adults
by providing tangible job
skills training through
community service assignments at non-profit
and public facilities.
Participants are unemployed, low-income individuals ages 55 years and
older with poor employment prospects that will
gain access to needed
services.
These services include orientations, community
service

occupaassignments,
tional, work skills and aptitude assessments, skills
training, free physical examinations, an assessment of needs-based
supportive services and
job search assistance.
Participants can also receive employment assisthrough
the
tance
American Job Center.
The PCUL will partner
with CareerSource locations throughout the sixcounty region to identify
and place participants
with host agencies that assist them in the development of an Individual
Employment Plan (IEP),
provide them with useful
training opportunities that
improve their job skills
and increase their ability
to secure permanent employment both internally
and externally in the local
community. All Host
Agencies must be either
public agencies or private
Section 501(c)3 non-profit
organizations tax exempt
by the IRS.
The objectives of the
USJP are to:
• Provide services
that aid participants in removing obstacles to employment
• Help participants develop skills that are in de-

USJP Team: Front Row: President & CEO Watson Haynes,
Linda Ali, Sondra Jackson, Stacey Flowers
Back Row: Larry Finkle, Vonda Ford, Charlotte Anderson,
Eddie Sencer, Marshae Scott and Pattye Sawyer-Hampton
mand in the local community
• Help participants
find jobs with living wages
and benefits that will improve their quality of life
• Help participants
find permanent employment within a maximum
of 48 months, as required
by DOL
• Facilitate participant
involvement in their local
community
• Help local community agencies continue to

provide needed services
• Provide services
that help participants to
be better than when they
came into the program
PCUL President &
CEO Watson Haynes is
excited about this new opportunity.
“Through programs
like the USJP, the PCUL
will be able to continue to
fulfill our mission of Economic Empowerment, as
we equip mature individuals in becoming more eco-

nomically self-sufficient
through job training, job
search assistance and
mentoring,” he said.
About PCUL
Founded in 1977, the
Pinellas County Urban
League is the premier social service and civil
rights organization in
Pinellas County, and is
one of the National Urban
League’s network of over
80 non-profit, communitybased affiliates located in
the United States.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Soul and sophistication
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The culmination of this
year’s Tampa Bay Black
Heritage Festival was an
invitation only party held
at the University of South
Florida.
Harbor Hall was trans-

formed into a mini ballroom that hosted community heroes from multiple
walks of life. Music
ranged from old school
funk to trap rhythms.
Approximately 50 people attended the event that
marked a second year of
African-American heritage
in St. Pete.

Come out and support Gibbs students
STUDENTS, from front page

Next car wash will take place at No Limit Mobile
Detailing this Sunday from 1-5 p.m.
To reach Allen Buchanan, email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!

B. Brinson Insurance Agency
Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before
you decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

Deannie K’s Beauty Salon
Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

TheWeeklyChallenger.com

Law Office Of

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

CALL FOR H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS
South side community radio station celebrates launch
ST. PETERSBURG —
Sat., Feb. 18, the community is invited to celebrate
the launch of WBPU 96.3
FM. Dubbed “Black
Power 96,” this new radio
station will serve the
black community with locally produced music,
news and information.
WBPU will offer professional broadcast training
and
volunteer
opportunities to local residents as well as a place
where the tremendous
musical talent in the community can find a place on
the radio airwaves.
The station’s starting
lineup includes a dynamic
morning show hosted by

Gazi Kodzo and friends,
an afterschool show
hosted by local high
school students, business
and legal advice call-in
shows and a weekly local
artist showcase.
WBPU will also carry
some nationally produced
shows such as Black
Agenda Radio with Glen
Ford and an adult music
show hosted by M1 of
Dead Prez and Nerissa of
“Africans You Should
Know.” Listeners will be
introduced to classic
speeches from African
leaders around the world
including Malcolm X, Fannie Lou Hamer and Marcus Garvey.

Today over 90 percent
of the radio airwaves in
the U.S. are controlled by
six corporations, delivering identical Wall Streetcontrolled playlists.
signature
WBPU’s
sound is African music
across the decades and
from throughout the
world. Station Manager
Themba Tshibanda promises to deliver the best locally-produced mix with
no degrading lyrics, from
the likes of Erika Badu,
Dead Prez, Lauren Hill,
Bob Marley, Marvin
Gaye, Nina Simone as
well as new music from
the continent of Africa and
the Caribbean.

In light of the recent
closing of Walmart and
the struggle for economic
life and services in the
Midtown area, WBPU
demonstrates the ability
of our community to “do
for self.”
WBPU is a project of
the African People’s Education and Defense Fund
(APEDF), whose mission
is to “defend the democratic and human rights of
the African community
and to address the grave
disparities in health, education and economic development.”
The APEDF already
operates several community businesses in St. Pe-

tersburg including the Akwaaba Hall events venue;
the Uhuru Jiko licensed
commercial community
kitchen and the TyRon
Lewis community gym.
APEDF President Ona
Zene Yeshitela declares
that “Black Power 96 exists not only explain the
world, but to change it.”
Both the tower and
the broadcast studio are
located at the Uhuru
House, 1245 18th Ave. S,
recently renamed by the
community as TyRon
Lewis Avenue South.
The Launch Party on
Feb.18 will begin at 10
a.m. with an open house
and studio tours. Music

and live performances
will take place outside in
the parking lot of the
Uhuru House. At 2 p.m.
there will be a ribbon cutting ceremony and recognition of special guests.
The launch party is an
opportunity for anyone interested in getting involved in the radio station,
as a DJ, host, newscaster,
producer or management
volunteer to meet the staff
and tour the station.
Vending spots are still
available in the parking
lot.
Contact Black Power 96
at info@blackpower96.org
or call 727-914-3614 for
more info.

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

Your
Family
Vision
Center

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”

DC EYE
ASSOCIATES
Dr. Deborah C.
Flanagan

Optometric Physician

• Comprehensive Eye
Examinations
• Children’s Vision Care
• Contact Lens Specialist
• Eye Disease Management
• Medical Consults for Laser
Refractive and Cataract Surgery

Students
Professionals
Adults
Athletes

MEDICARE AND
MOST VISION PLANS ACCEPTED

Conveniently Located
4940 Central Avenue

727-321-6600 x1

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Date set for annual
literacy festival
The 7th annual James
Weldon Literacy Festival
will be held on Saturday,
March 18 behind the
James Weldon Johnson library, 1059 18th Ave. S.
This year’s festival
promises to be the best
yet! Free books, face
painting, puppet show,
hula-hoop contest, walk
for reading, just to name a

few. There will be activities for all ages! Bring the
family and enjoy!
The festival is sponsored by the Friends of
James Weldon Johnson
Community Library, Inc.,
and co-sponsored by the
City of St. Petersburg. For
further
information,
please contact Kevin Johnson at (727) 342-2235.

A call to action
TAMPA BAY – One
Church One Child of
Florida challenges communities to seriously consider
adopting
or
mentoring children in
need of a forever home.
Do you have room in
your heart for a child or
siblings in need of a family?
This is an urgent and
important question that
must be raised time and
time again, but each time
there is a different child
or children. One Church
One Child of Florida is
reaching out to families
and individuals in local
communities across the
state in efforts to help
share the truth that the
child pictured here and
others like him are waiting for a permanent
home and/or mentor.
Daily over 700 children are in need of a family to call their own, many
of them are minorities.
Can you provide a loving,
permanent home for
these siblings or other
children like them, or
consider becoming their
mentor?
Churches are asked
to partner with One
Church One Child in
sharing information with
congregations and extending Watch-Care Ministries to children. Rev.
Beverly Hills Lane, state
president for One Church
One Child of Florida and
vice-president for National One Church One
Child, is challenging her
fellow pastors to get involved and encouraging
families to open their
hearts and homes to children.
These series of articles feature children lo-

cated in communities
across the state; they
have no family identified
to adopt them. Will you
take the challenge of
opening your home and
family to parenting them?
February’s children
are highlighted in this article; they too deserve to
have a family. Do pray
sincerely for him and
consider making him a
part of your family
through adoption or a
part of your church
through Project WatchCare, for support and
mentoring.
Joseph, 12
Joseph is a thoughtful, big-hearted kid who if he could choose to
change one thing about
the world - would end
people stereotyping one
another. He’s funny and
easygoing and loves to
read.
If he isn’t reading or
sleeping he’s playing basketball, and his ultimate
goal is to play professionally. Although he’s not too

Photo by Pezz Photo

sure about plane travel,
Joseph wants to have
some adventures in life,
and thinks it would be
awesome to find the Lost
World of Atlantis.
He looks up to his big
brother Patrick because
he’s “kind and caring,”
and he’s looking forward
to being part of a forever
family that he “can talk to
when [he] has a question
or problem.”
Patrick, 16
Patrick is a very
earnest, respectful young
man with a heart of gold.
He’s very intelligent and
loves to read - especially
science-fiction
novels
such as “Marco’s Millions.” He doesn’t share
his little brother’s aversion to flying, and would
love to have that experience, especially if the
plane takes him to Paris!
He’s into all kinds of
music and likes to play
video games. He can
often seem serious and
reserved, but he’s got a
very silly side, too! When

he grows up he’d like to
either be a photographer
or a therapist, and if he
could be famous for anything it’d be for authoring
a popular book series.
These guys crave the
warmth and support of a
forever family. They’d
thrive in a two-parent
home as the only children or with other brothers. They have so much
potential, and so much
love to give!
If you are interested
in knowing more about
Joseph and Patrick and
other children in foster
care available for adoption, or if you would like
to become a foster parent, mentor, partner or
volunteer, please contact
LaKay Fayson, Recruitment Coordinator for
One Church One Child of
Florida’s SunCoast Region, at (813) 740-0210 or
lakay_fayson@ococfl.org.
Log
on
to
www.ococfl.org for more
information.

Lutheran Services Florida
Pinellas County
Request for Bid
HEAD START/EARLY HEAD START
Scope of Work: This request for bid is to solicit Child Care Centers operate high quality, licensed,
child care programs in Pinellas County, to potentially open and run a full day/full year Head
Start/Early Head Start program that follows Federal, State, and County standards.
The Agency is required to hold a Child Care license with the Florida Department of Health and
participation in the USDA Child Care Food Program. Please include your capacity and location in
response to this posting. Please find the pre-application on our website
( www.lsfnet.org/children families/head start/pinellas head startearly head start ) or click on the
following link: www.lsfnet.org/wp content/uploads/2017/02/ChildCareProvider Pinellas.pdf
An informational meeting will be held on March 2, 2017 at 5:30 pm at 2210 Tall Pines Dr, FL
Please attend if you would like to be considered.
Please send the completed predetermination application by February 27, 2017 to:
Lutheran Services Florida Inc.
2210 Tall Pines Dr, Largo, FL 33771
Email: barbara.scarsbrook @lsfnet.org and laurie.kowalski@lsfnet.org

The Third Annual ASALH
Black History Month Dinner and Celebration
February 17, 2017 beginning at 6 PM
at the Saint Petersburg Country Club
Cocktail Attire - Tickets are $50.00 per person
Music, Cash Bar, Dinner, and
Renowned Scholar Dr. Sheila Walker (photograph below)
who will speak about the
African Diaspora
and show her highly
regarded documentary:
“Slave Routes: A Global Vision”
Produced by the
UNESCO Slave Routes Project
Sponsored by the St. Petersburg
Branch of the Association for the
Study of African American Life
and History, Inc. (ASALH)
COME JOIN US
for a WONDERFUL
CELEBRATION of BLACK
HISTORY MONTH
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COMMUNITY NEWS
People not politics
PROGRESS from front page

“SHOP FOR NOTHING
FLEA MARKET”

Sat., March 18,
9 am - 2 pm at
New Jerusalem MBC
1715 18th Ave. S.
We are giving away
FREE
clothes and shoes!
C onneCt W ith U s !

replenish the opportunities and access that once
flowed down 34th Street
to the Skyway are not
new.
They are a continuation of decades of work
to engineer opportunity
and equity for all who call
our city home. And,
whether we’re talking
Walmart or Happy Workers, Skyway Marina District or our schools,
poverty and its closelyheld social determinants,
is the underlying indicator that determines outcomes in south St.
Petersburg.
While progress has
been made, more is
needed to ensure advances are self-perpetuating and sustained. Until
promise and possibilities
outweigh the plight of
poverty this will be our
city’s story. So, it will always be a top priority for
Mayor Rick Kriseman
and our entire team.
We are in the midst of
transformational change
designed to end generational poverty in south
St. Pete through an increase in access, education and opportunity.
That means jobs, training, second chances,
childcare, financial inclusion, affordable houslist
of
ing…the
investments being made
in the empowerment of
our impoverished citizens is long.
This work requires
steadfast continuity and
commitment and must
continue much longer
than any mayor’s time of
service. This is a consideration for our entire
community – and a mandate for anyone who governs.
The great news is
that the various stewards
and stakeholders of our
city’s economy have
never worked more collaboratively to change
the story. Mayor Kriseman, City Council, the
Chamber of Commerce,
2020, the United Way, the
Urban League, the Foundation for a Healthy St.
Petersburg and many
others are engineering
one-way pathways out of
poverty. And, the collective empowerment that
manifests through the
impactful work of individuals is breathing equal
life into south St. Pete’s
resurgence.
From pioneers such
as Annie Tyrell, Carla
Bristol, Gloria Campbell,
Toriano Parker, Lorene
Office and Carolyn and
Elihu Brayboy who are
opening doors and stim-

Dep. Mayor Tomalin and Mayor Kriseman
ulating the economy with
thriving businesses on
The Deuces; to soldiers
such as Tony Macon,
Eddie Pelham, Bro. John
Muhammed, Jabbar Edmonds, Lewis Stephens,
Jr., Tony Wells and Dr.
Christopher Warren who
are setting examples for
our young people with
excellence of their own –
the people of south St.
Pete are making a difference by making moves.
The continued guidance, engagement and facilitation of community
angels such as Gwendolyn Reese, Albert Lee,
Tahisia Scantling, Drs.
Tonjua Williams and
Kevin Gordon, Rene
Flowers, Gypsy Gallardo
and Deborah FiggsSanders light the way toward our community’s
brightest future.
Innovation and inspiration from visionaries
such as Revs. Louis Murphy, Clarence Williams,
JC Pritchett, James
Evans and Brian Brown
illuminate the possibilities.
There are more
names than space allowed here for the people
who keep south St. Pete
on course. The local history on which our children’s children will
reflect is in good hands.
But, we find ourselves at
a crossroads, with several critical issues unfolding.
The economic landscape of south St. Pete
calls for collaborative effort from all who care. A
sustainable path forward
will require the involvement of people within
and outside our community, business and faith
leaders, citizens and
elected officials.
We will not be a city
where past efforts are
pitted against current for
the purposes of political
posturing. The issues we
face are too real and the
people we are serving
too important, to be relegated to a rhetorical
arena of political philosophy and debate. Over the

W e e ncourage L etters

years much has been
done to impact economic
conditions in south St.
Pete. Every mayoral administration, dating back
to Mayor Ulrich, has
worked to address this
defining aspect of our
city. All of the efforts to
date have made a difference. None of it has been
enough. We know this
because the demands for
opportunity and advancement persist.
You’ll hear lots of
rhetoric about philosophy. We’ll agree and disagree about approach.
But, as it relates to outcomes, the truth is, there
are only two sides in this
fight. 1) Progress for
people and their families
via poverty eradication or
2) allowance for the problems that persist via
poverty management.
The Kriseman administration is working on the
side of poverty eradication. There’s room on
this side, to do this work,
for everyone who loves
our city and all of the
people who call it home.
Next Thursday the
City will host a community conversation to discuss next steps for
Tangerine Plaza. I hope
you’ll join this conversation. Urban Affairs DirecNikki
Gaskintor
Capehart is coordinating
the effort to address all
of the variables surrounding the plaza’s success. Any solution the
City works toward will
reflect the desires of the
community. Your voice is
needed.
But, politics have no
place in this effort. We’ll
continue to do all we can
to reach our goal of
being a city of opportunity for everyone who
calls it home with a
stayed focus on the people who called us to this
privilege to serve in the
first place.
This work before us
is our generation’s contribution to our city’s history. South St. Pete’s
future waits for us, all of
us, to get it right.

to the

e ditor

At Island Flavors and ‘Tings, you will find everything
you want from the Islands and more all in one location.
Grocery • Restaurant • Catering
1411 49th St. S, Gulfport, FL 33707
Main: 727-327-6416 Catering: 727-804-1849
islandflavorsandtings.vpweb.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
LDF collecting information against the school board
FORUM, from front page

for months and after a series of stipulations, the
school districts was returned to the school
board. In doing so, the district had to follow 105
pages of stipulations and
orders that were required
in order for them to resume control.
LDF Attorney Enrique
Escarraz III took over the
case from Sanderlin in the
1970s when he became
the first black judge in
Pinellas County.
“We had by my count
15 months of mediation
negotiations that included
33 half-day sessions, and
came up with an agreement with the school district that was approved by
the court that would allow
the district to have control
over their schools,” said
Escarraz.
The issues presented
during the case dealt
with six different aspects
of education: student assignment, faculty, administrations, facilities and
resources, transportation
and extracurricular activities. Later, quality of education was added to make
seven factors.
It was the goal of the
plaintiffs to ensure that the
school board lived up to
the stipulations, and since
they have not, the LDF is
gathering ammunition for
their day in court.
LDF Attorney Angel
Harris said they wanted to

hear from the parents who
are affected by the school
board’s failure to teach
their children.
“It’s time to hear your
voices; it’s time for us to
uplift your voices and for
our children to succeed,”
she said.
Parents lined up to
make their voices heard.
Constance Ellis said her
child scored high in science, but it was up to her
to get him in an advanced
class. She feels the school
should recognize advanced students and place
them properly.
“If we don’t encourage
our kids to take those
types of classes, they
won’t,” she said.
Willie Mingo said his
son’s behavioral issues
stemmed from his problems in reading. Instead of
more attention being
placed on his reading deficiencies, he was labeled a
problem and the issues
grew.
Mother of six Candice
Moore said there is a huge
difference in north county
schools. Her daughter felt
suicidal until she moved
her to a Ridgecrest Elementary School in Largo,
and now she’s an honor
roll student.
Moore
encouraged
parents to become more
engaged and more active
in their children’s school.
“It’s not the school’s
complete responsibility to

Atty. Todd Hoover will file
a lawsuit against certain
members of the school board for
neglect.

educate your children,”
she stated. “We need to
work with our children at
home.”
Etta Tucker’s said her
granddaughter was complaining of being bullied
and wrote a letter to the
principal at Melrose Elementary asking to switch
her class. The assistant
principal intervened, and
once she heard Tucker encouraged her granddaughter to write the letter, she
told her that her grandmother was the problem.
Relations broke down
so badly that a no trespass
notice was placed on her.
She was only allowed to
drop her granddaughter
off and pick her up. She
could not step foot on campus without expressed
permission from the principal.
Tucker was happy to
announce that her granddaughter now attends
Midtown Academy, and is
considered the smartest
girl in her class.
Dominique Clarkson
teaches at Midtown Academy and from what she
has witnessed feels that
teachers need help with
classroom management
and cultural barriers, and
students need help the
trauma that comes from
within the home.
Taking matters into
her own hands, she has a
meditation room to help
the kids deal with stress

Chrisandra Harris could not get a
response from her nephews’
teachers, and once contact was
finally made, she was blamed for
being unreachable.

Constance Ellis

Jayson James

Ashley Green

Trenia Cox

ConneCt
With Us!

and anxiety.
NAACP St. Petersburg
Branch President Maria L.
Scruggs closed with
telling parents that they
should not buy into the
idea that black children
will somehow get smarter
sitting next to white children.
“If you can teach white
children, you can teach
black children,” she said,
adding that busing children only masked the
county’s failures and that it
wasn’t until black children
went back to their neighborhood schools that the
problems came to light.
If you were unable to
attend the forum, you can
contact Attorney Elizabeth
Reese at (202) 216-5563
with your experiences.

Dr. Christopher Warren moderated
the forum.

Willie Mingo

Dominque Clarkson is a first-year
teacher in Pinellas County and
was afraid to put her child in
school here. She made sure her
daughter attended a school she
worked at.

Etta Tucker

Candice Moore

Bahiyyah Sadiki is a teacher at Gibbs
HS and feels that teachers need
more training on how to control a
classroom, especially new teachers.
She’s a big believer in Restorative
Practices, where children have a
voice in the classroom.

Maria L. Scruggs
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

sunday Worship services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
sunday school...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible study .......................noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday prayer service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel services - 921 20th street south
sunday Worship service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday small Group Bible study ..............................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

Bethel MetRopolitan BaptiSt ChuRCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

rev. Wallace elliott
sr. - pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThomPSon,
PASToR

“the Little Church Where everybody is somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Faith Church

Church of Christ
@Pinecrest Park

Legacy Week is Feb. 2-10
www.legacyweek.org

301 38th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
727-289-5025
Bro. Antonio Seay,
Senior Minister www.pinecrestparkcoc.org

11 A.M. Sunday
Rev. J.C. Pritchett, Pastor
Mrs. Karen Pritchett

www.faithchsp.com • 727-337-9850

@FaithCHSP on Twitter
Faith Church Saint Petersburg on Facebook

Mount piLGriM MissionArY BAptist ChurCh

Victory Christian Center Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule
Sunday

pastor Clark hazley, sr.

Mission Statement

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

WEdnESday
Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

SPIC would like to welcome you to away of life
conducive to proper religious growth, we are an
Islamic community in association with W.D.
Mohammed, which proclaims in word and deed the
universal message of Al-Islam, that there is but one
God and one human family. We will cultivate the
patterned growth of human excellence and good character through
building valuable relationships with all God conscious people.

Schedule of Services
Ju’mah (Friday Prayer) service.............................................1:30 pm
Tai’Leem(Sunday Qur’an study) .........................................10:30 am
Sisters (Precious Jewels) meetings every 2nd Sat. ......12:00 noon

Please visit us, you are all welcome!!!!
Imam Wilmore Sadiki & Staff

Sunday Morning Early Worship @ 8:15 AM
Sunday School @ 9:30 AM
Sunday Morning Second Worship @ 10:30 AM
Sunday Evening Service @ 5:00 PM
Monday Men & Ladies Bible Class @ 7:00 PM
Tuesday New Converts Class @ 6:30 PM
Wednesday Bible Class all ages @ 7:00 PM

Pastor
Claude Williams

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

20th Street
church of christ
bro. robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday bible class (all ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday evening Worship
ladies bible class Monday
Monday evening bible class
Wednesday Morning bible class
Wednesday evening bible class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Your
church
ad
could be
here!
contact:
www.TheWeekly
challenger.com

Genesis
Worship
Center
ChurCh
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

Your church ad could be here
Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

The Rock of Jesus MissionaRy BapTisT chuRch
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.org
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, pastor

Worship ExpEriEnCEs

Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central core, the belief that
we are a haven of hope, help,
and healing for a lost world
hungry and thirsty for the
word of God. At St. Mark, we
as a body of believers are
Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for the awesome gift of
His son, Jesus Christ.
Events for February
Feb 19 - Right Hand of
Fellowship for New Members
during 10:45 a.m. Service.

Friendship MBC

In
observance
of
Women’s Heart Health
awareness, the Health Care
Ministry of St. Mark asks the
congregation to wear Red in
honor of Go Red for Women
for morning worship.
Church Outing: Galilee
M. B. Church, Church & Pastor’s Anniversary-3:30 p.m.
Feb 26 - Children and
Youth Ministry’s (C.Y.M.)
Taste of Soul in Honor of
Black History Month-After
Morning worship in Fellowship Hall
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is

each Sunday: 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out to
study the Bible with us, and
learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in the community are
welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

First Mt. Zion
The First Mt. Zion family
will observe the Church’s
100th Anniversary and the Pastor’s 25th year of service,
on Feb. 19-26. The theme for
this year is “With God, All
Things Are Possible”.
The anniversary celebration will kick-off with a musical
sponsored by the Unity Choir
on Sat., Feb. 18 at 5 pm. Various
groups will be participating.
Anniversary worship services will begin on Sun., Feb. 19,
3:30 pm with the Mount

Zion Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church and Reverend
Louis M. Murphy, Sr. in charge
Nightly anniversary services for the week will begin
at 7:30 pm.
Mon., Feb. 20 - Travelers
Rest MBC- Rev. William Mark
Greene, Pasto
Tues., Feb. 21 - Concord
MBC-Reverend Willie D.
Miller, Pastor
Wed., Feb. 22 - New Congregational Church of GodElder Earl Mills, Pastor

Thurs., Feb. 23 - Gethsemane MBC- Reverend Ron
Gibson, Pastor
Fri., Feb. 24 - Galilee Missionary Baptist Church, Reverend Ernest Jones, Pastor
Sun., Feb. 26 - 11 am -Reverend Demetrius Davis, First
Mount Pilgrim Evangelical
Missionary Baptist Church,
Speaker
First Mount Zion is located
at 1121 22nd Street South and
Reverend Wallace Elliott, Sr. is
pastor.

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

Building Consciousness
Our consciousness is our awareness of
the goodness of God. God is the everywhere evenly present Spirit of Absolute
Good. Nevertheless, we are not always
aware of God’s goodness in our lives, world
and affairs. The extent to which we see God
in every person, in every place and in everything is a direct reflection of our consciousness. We build our consciousness through
scriptures, denials and affirmations.
The scriptures establish the guidelines
by which we live our lives. When we start
with the scriptures, we know that we are
building on a firm foundation. The Bible
gives us principles that we can practice so
that we can bring our good into physical
manifestation. We can find a scripture for
every good desire of our hearts. For example if we are building consciousness about
health, we can use the scripture, “Beloved,
I wish above all things that you would prosper and be in health even as your soul prospers (III John 1:2).”
After we know the truth based on the
Word, then we continue to build consciousness through denials. Denials are statements that renounce anything that is not the
truth. They cancel any negative ideas in our

subconscious mind and make null and void
any words that have been spoken over our
lives that are not in alignment with the truth.
One example of a denial is “I AM not poor.
Poverty has no power over me and my family.” Denials disempower any erroneous
thoughts of lack and limitation, sickness and
disease as well as fear and confusion. Denials
are a way for us to forgive, release and let go
of anything that is not for our highest good.
In addition to the scriptures and denials,
affirmations are an important part of building consciousness. Affirmations firmly plant
in our minds the truth that we know. They
align our thinking with the mind of Christ,
our words with the Word of God and our actions with the good that we desire to see
manifested.
In Matthew 16:19, Jesus Christ gave us
the keys to the Kingdom and promised that
whatever we bind on earth will be bound in
heaven (denials) and whatever we loose on
earth shall be loosed in heaven (affirmations). Scriptures, denials and affirmations
are to be spoken aloud. It is important that
we hear ourselves speak these words with
power and authority so that we can build our
consciousness.

This is your invitation to
the church where we know
“it’s just nice to be nice.” Come
to the Ship and see for yourself. Need a place to call
home, we're not perfect, all of
us have sinned and fallen
short, you can come here just
as you are, seeking a Word
from the Lord, great Teaching
(Wednesday In The Word,
Noon Day and at 7:00 pm,
Also Youth Enrichment, alittle
something full of Fun and
Spiritual designed just for the
children and Preaching is
what you desire, well, look no
further...The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church,
which is often referred to as
“THE SHIP”, will hold their
regular Worship Sunday Services at 7:45 am, 10:45 am and
Sunday Church School at
9:30 am. Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., Pastor and the Official
Board stand ready to WELCOME YOU.
February is Black History
month “The Crisis in Black
Education”
February at the Ship
Sat., Feb. 18 at 9 am
Health and Wellness CPR
Workshop, Members and
Community are Welcomed.

Deacon Wayne Tate, Ministry
Leader.
Sun., Feb. 19 Both Services, Ministries Open House.
West Coast Baptist District Association –
Sat., Feb. 18 from 9 -11 am,
First Women's Auxillary
Meeting; held at the First Baptist Church of College Hill,
3838 N. 9th St., Tampa, Continental Breakfast to be served
from 8:30-9 am, sign up sheet
will be located in the Atrium
for all women of the Ship.
The Fourth Annual
W.C.B.A. Paul and Timothy
Laymen’s Conference will be
held on Sat., Feb. 25, 9 a.m. –
12 p.m. First Antioch Missionary Baptist Church, 58 East
Main St., Apopka, Rev. Anthony T. Duckworth Pastor.
Please secure detailed information on Resource Table or
Contact Deacon Leon Dunbar
or Brother Bobby Robinson.
Please register today for transportation.
Sat., March 18, our One
Day Spring Retreat to be held
at the St. Mark Baptist
Church-Port of Tampa, Fl,
Pastor Corriggio Reeves,
Host Pastor 10 a.m. Please
plan now to attend, Bus Trans-

portation sheet will be located
in Atrium. Let's have a great
day in the Lord.
Tribe of Gad (March) All
of those Friendship members
who are born in the month of
March are asked to contact
Sis. Cynthia Pierce, Tribe
Captain, 727-864-4604. She
needs to update her list.
“THE SHIP” won't sail
without YOU! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300 31st Street
South, St. Petersburg, Florida
33712 Church Office: (727)
906-8300
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
Now “Live Streaming”:
Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net
Visit Our
FACEBOOK PAGE Visit
West Coast Baptist District
Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
Need a ride to church?
Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 906-8300 – Mon.
– Fri. from 9 am - 3 pm.
“Remember and pray for
our men and women in uniform as well as our veterans
this new year!”

Galilee MBC
Galilee Missionary Baptist
Church and Pastor’s Anniversary Committee cordially invite
you to attend the Church’s 77th
and Pastor’s 37th Anniversary
Celebration beginning February
13 – February 19, 2017. The
week-long celebration includes
the following worship services
and related activities:
Thursday, February 16th @
7:00 pm: True Light Missionary

Baptist Church and Reverend
Charlie Ward.
Friday, February 17th
@7:00 pm: St. John Missionary
Baptist Church of Clearwater
and Reverend Fleming Tarver.
Sunday Morning, February
19th @ 10:50 am: Reverend
Joseph Gordon, Guest Speaker
Sunday Afternoon, February 19th@ 3:30 pm: St. Mark
Missionary Baptist Church and

Reverend Brian K. Brown, Moderator of South Florida Progressive Baptist Association.
Please join us as we celebrate this great occasion.
Galilee Missionary Baptist
Church, Inc., 505 – 35th Street
South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: (727) 327-3186
or 327-6957
Reverend Earnest Jones,
Pastor
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